
Let Fig. i represent the new apparatus and Fig. 2
the old. We will first consider its application as a
lever. Traction is exerted on the ends of the spine,
at a and c, pressure applied to the point of curvature,
at b. As in each instance b is the fulcrum of the
lever, the pressure at that point will equal the sum of
the forces applied at a and c, therefore, as levers, we
see that the two appliances are identical.

As springs, they differ materially. In Fig. 1 the
spring is a, c, b, which is longer than a c, the springin Fig. 2. If the same sized rods were employed for
each spring, in order to exert a given force at b,
greater displacement of the points a and c of Fig. 1
would be necessary than of Fig. 2, for the longer rod
would be more flexible.

This difficulty is overcome in the new apparatus by
making the angle a, c, b adjustable, thus permitting
any desired amount of displacement of the ends a
and c. In the old apparatus, this adjustment of the
ends of the spring can only be accomplished by bend¬
ing the rod a c in a direction contrary to the curves
of the spine. It is not so convenient but an equally
efficient mode of making the necessary pressure.

In the older appliances, the spring being short,
any yielding of the spine at the point of curvature
would cause a greater relaxation of the spring than
in the new. For this reason, the old apparatus re¬
quires closer supervision by the surgeon than the new,
and the new apparatus is more likely, in the hands of
careless surgeons and instrument makers, to produce
cordosis. There is no new principle applied in this
instrument; it is simply a new application of an old
principle, much used in spinal braces. As such,
its range of usefulness can best be determined by
a practical test.

MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS.

Salicylic Acid for Corns.—M. Pierre Vigier
(Gazette Hebd. Med. Times) observes that there have
been for some time past sold in the shops various ap¬
plications for corns under the most fantastic names,
but of undoubted utility. Their authors have prof¬
ited by the remarkable properties of salicylic acid,
fixing it by means of collodion, and which, applied

to the skin, produces a solid varnish, and causes
neither pain nor other inconvenience. He has ex¬
amined all these secret preparations, and believes
that the following formula is a correct representation
of their composition: Salicylic acid, i gramme;
alcoholic extract of cannabis sativae, V2 a gramme;
alcohol, at 90o, 1 gramme; ether, at 62o, 2^
grammes, and elastic collodion, 5 grammes. Mix
secundum artem and keep in a stoppered bottle.
This is applied by passing over the corn several times
a little brush, or the end of a match, which has been
dipped in the liquid. This is repeated every other
day for a week, and some days later the corn may be
easily removed under pressure of the finger, or after
a foot-bath.

SURGERY.

Osseous Formation of the Dura Mater.—Dr.
C. W. Morgan gives, in the Australasian Medical
Gazette, the case of a West Indian black who went
on a drunk, the effects of which kept him in bed for
several days in a " sulky " condition, he neither eat¬
ing, drinking, nor speaking to any one. On the
fourth day the doctor saw him, when his case pre¬
sented the following symptoms: Head thrown back¬
wards and to the left side, teeth clenched, muscles of
the jaw rigid, left sternomastoid in a state of chronic
contraction, risus sardonicus of face affecting the left
side only, eyes fixed and staring to the left, pupils
sensitive to light, right arm semiflexed and rigid, ul¬
cération of lower lip, no power of deglutition. Two
days later condition much the same, a slight swelling
is observable on the anterior surface of the right
parietal bone, like an incipient "puffy tumor" as
described by Pott. This tumor became more marked
later in the history, was slightly painful when touched,
causing the patient to flinch. From the eleventh to
the fourteenth day he suffered from slight epileptic
fits. He became comotose and died on the sixteenth
day of his illness.

Dr. Morgan diagnosticated the existence of mis¬
chief immediately under the swelling inducing separa¬
tion of the dura mater, but considered that to use
the trephine would be running too great a risk.
Post-mortem.—No external marks of injury to the
head. On reflecting scalp a patch of ecchymosis
observable under the "puffy tumor" above de¬
scribed. Pericranium non-adherent, and the surface
of the cranium darkened and dusky-red in color in
this situation. Calvarium removed and exhibits a dis¬
colored patch about the size of a five-shilling piece,
on its internal table, corresponding to the outward
discoloration. Dura mater exhibits same appearance
of dark patch, at the lower end of which there is a

perforation leading to a cavity, in the interior of
which is to be perceived growing from the inner sur¬
face of the dura mater a spiculated irregular-shaped
piece of bony deposit ; the cavity containing no'
fluid nor matter. On the right side of the falx cere-
bri there is also a bony plate, somewhat like a small
limpet shell, and also an irregular spiculated piece of
bone. These are on the same plane with and adja¬
cent to the cavity above described. The vessels of
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